Introduction

Most people believe that academics is the primary factor that can determine college students’ success in their careers and college. In fact, success includes all the sacrifices one makes, hard work, and determination in doing a specific task. Thus, there exist many elements that can lead to a student to be successful in college and life. Furthermore, most college students study hard to get A; however, they do not know that there are other elements that they need to learn, which leads them into problems after their college education if they do not learn these elements. Elements that college students learn in order to succeed are belonging, non-academic skills, such as grit, and social skills. By belonging, college students can remain in a group no matter how difficult it is, which makes them more competitive. (Chambliss & Takes, 2019). By having non-academic skills, college students become very capable of solving real-life challenges (Penelope, 2009). 

Everyone has a different perspective on how their college life is going to be, including making new friends, changing their behaviour, and gaining positive values (Beckie, 2018). Many people have a lot of expectations before joining campus, with most of them being eager to transform their lives (Beckie, 2018). When students come together, they feel to have a sense of belonging because they can reason together and do things together. A sense of belonging is more created when the student takes the same course because they take group discussions together, thus helping each other, (Becky, 2018). Moreover, the students are subjected to new courses, new novels, new friends that help them to change their behaviour thus creating the sense of belonging which helps the students to succeed. 

According to Bergmann, (2018), College climate contains both positive and negative changes, and students embrace loneliness when making decisions. The college student who is considering to fit and feel at home on campus must, first of all, analyze the campus climate, (Beckie, 2018). This fact enables a student to come up with solutions that may be long-lasting for their campus stay and learning. The changes that every student make is very vital in determining the success of the students on campus. Students also strive to accept the reality that high school friends are also necessary for their lives (Emery, 2018). Moreover, joining college is an immense change every that is inevitable by all students. On-campus, the role of social media to the college student’s life can’t be taken for granted. In social media, the students are able to share their personal feelings as well as helping each other to curb different challenges, (Emery, 2018). A problem shared is half solved; the learners always embrace the art of sharing their problem and shun the act of suffering in silence. Many cases in which students commit suicide while on campus. However, there are some bad behaviours that one might learn from their friends; thus, there is a need to embrace uniqueness while making decisions in campus life. 

Character plays a significant role in a student’s college life and success in general. The United States has a long history of character education since the 1930s (Kamenetz, 2015). A student develops character strengths such as grit, zest, optimism, self-control, gratitude, curiosity, and social intelligence which help them to succeed, (Kamenetz, 2015). Students need two essential elements to excel, grit and self-control. Nevertheless, intelligence and a flexible mindset are helpful in learning. The student with a fixed mindset may end up failing in the exam due to a lack of understanding (Kamenetz, 2015). Interactions in college with students from different background creates a sense of belonging, thus building a character strength which is a virtue of success (Beckie, 2018). Therefore, group discussions help in the sharing of ideas and increase understanding among the students, but a positive mindset is crucial in the success of a student. 
According to Kamenetz, (2015), it’s important for the student to have the 4Cs which stands for critical thinking, collaboration, communication and creativity. Moreover, life and career skills, as well as information, technology and media skills, are also important in everyone’s life. According to the author, towards the end of the 20th and the 21st century, cognitive skills have become more important than before. Cognitive skills are important in every business and technological circle which are needed in doing the research. Acquiring cognitive skills in college helps the students to be potential employees in every company all over the world. According to Kamenetz, (2015), being kind is a fundamental thing that unites people together. Student succeeds when they are kind to each other because kindness makes the bond between them stronger. 
According to Kamenetz, (2015), It’s a dream of every parent to have their students being happy, good and successful in company. In order to be happy, grit and self-control skills are important. sometimes, the student ends up sacrificing a lot in their lives in order to make sure they are happy and successful in their lives. As it’s proposed by Beckie, (2013), students come together to create a sense of belonging which makes them happy. Being loved and valued is the best thing one can expect as a student in college. This means that the students will be happy and then succeed. According to Beckie, the students who interact with other students from different cultures ends up building friendships which make their confidence to go higher and higher thus succeeding in their studies. Sense of belonging can also be built by having peer mentor and staff care who encourages students to be their selves as well as helping them in making decisions in their lives. Emotional, social, and soft skills play a significant role in shaping up a student is facing challenges and fitting in society (Kamenetz, 2015). Emotional skills are acquired right from childhood and are needed throughout life. Emotional skills can be seen from student’s behaviours such as expression, goals as well as motives. Behaving socially with colleagues is such a desirable move that not only shows the character but also improves the well-being of a student. Also, soft skills are a requirement in the realization of success. Usually, employers refer to soft skills as intangible and non-technical abilities demonstrated by students, for instance, showing up in time and offering a firm handshake. Soft skills could point out the personality of a student. The skills and expertise are the most important. 
Response
I think there are more skills that students need in their lives in order to succeed in college. First, the growth of mindset is paramount because this helps them to have a chance to learn even in non-academic settings. Through a positive mindset, students will be able to learn most even out of bad situations, they will always look at things in a positive way. Moreover, the social and emotional skills are also important because they create sense of sense of belonging through positive interaction with others. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students should not always be focused on getting straight A because there are other nonacademic qualities that are much important than just succeeding in academic life. The most important non- academic skill is the character. As far as I’m concerned, the character of the students means a lot in determining their personality. Having self-control helps the students to make the right decisions in their lives. Since good getting straight A`s does not directly prove intelligence, students should mainly focus on outside campus life as making it in class does not mean making it in life. As far as character is concerned, the success of a student is entirely based on the conduct. Lastly, the types of friends that one makes are much significant in shaping the student to become a reliable and dependable person. Making right friends are much able to succeed in their lives. 
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